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Oliver:

‘Burt and Oatherine

"~ J. Oliver Burt who is now 73 years old says that his father wab
about thirty years older than he end would now have been about 103
years old if living. He,Job Burt was the sixth child of William

%Knox Burt so that they were married at least as
early as 1824, She was then living on the turnpike near Gore Brook

" and had lived there since she wae & child of seven or eight, This

indicates that the Knoxes took up their residence at thet place as
early as 1813 and probably earlier. It is safe to say that the‘Knox}
family was living there from 1813 to 1820 and probably both earlier X
and later. Oatherine Knox had travelled to this home &s & child on the
back of & horse. Nothing is known of her father's or mother's names

or the other children,if any. (. Keis owms. was SRusth )

As a boy, 60 years ago I often visited the spot where the Knox
home had siood. It was then in ruins, having either blown or rotted
down. It did not burn. How long it had then been abondoned I have no
jdes but there were still some timbers about the cellar-hole, This
house was on the south eide of the turnpike. e

There :was another cellsr-hole. on the north side of the turnpike

pbout halfwey from the Knox place to- the Stamford stream whieh I

understand had once been the home of & ‘fambly named Diver.

Thé only other ocellar hole I remember on the turnpike was between
the Elbow and the top of the maunkakx rise}and was on the south side,

(This was probebly the Scott plaee»***ﬁ?$~wmégg“ﬂw§aMujy
I do not know where the toll gate stood. There was gate on the

flat & short distance below the elbow when I was & boy but I think

this may have been just a cattle gate. ,
Oatherine Knox end Williem Burt,her husband firet lived in &

house at fapermill Village which stood on the North side of the road
just maxt west of the entrance to Bennington College. Their gravestones

are in 61ld Bennington Cemetary, , ,
I have been told that the Knox family came here from Blamford,

Connecticut,
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‘I am now SH yea;e old. I we.s about eight ye&rs 0old when wy --

‘Richmond Burgess with my unale Joaephns Rockwood bought from Isaao Weeks
tﬁe old.tawern on . the west side of Harmon Hill. My unele only atayed a yeér
or. so on the plaee and then Father bought his share of the farm and unele
moved O North Bcnnington It would be about 1$56 when we first went up to
_the‘olq:tayern. Iganc. weeks was then living at the place on North Street |

opposite Hotel Bennington and commonly ealled the Hamke Place His 85188

'maidﬁn'sietgrg_were 9t111 11ving on the mountain but wished to get down -

to the. village. My father had.built 8 hl:l: etory and 8 half house on what “'
is now Weeks. gtreet which he traded for ths old Tavern We moved on to the.
mountain and the Weeks sisters moved to our old house whieh was on the.v-‘
outh eide of Weeks Btreet and it seems to me nearer to South Street th;n F
to. Jefferson Ave,.. L1 think. the. o&ly other house theﬁ on Weeke Bt was the
Peelor Place. at. the head of Jeffereon Ave. xklxcnxx The Evans place on ,
.South Btreet (now, T think the Jewett Place) and, about two more were the nt
the west siae of
only houeee onﬂﬁouﬁh Bt:eet_ﬁhgp standing south of the stone Blapksmith Shop
Well, the weeks girls moved into our old house and that 1e where Weeke Bt )
_got 1ts name. B T |
~Wnen we moved into the old tavern we made no changes inslde but Father

graded up around outside, It wes g two and & half story house, very fine,
with the attie floored but not partitioned' on the second floor were three®
baek bédfooms and two-%éaz:frontigedrooms and a large hell. On the ground
f£loor there was & kitchen with fireplace end brick ovens, & VeTy large dini
" yoom, & pentry, & pedroom, and & jerge hall. 0f course there were vegebabll
‘and wood cellars and plenty of other storage. There wWas & fireplace in the
dining room and one in & room kmxkRE upstairs. '

1 reméﬁ%er Moee Walling, whose father built the mill gt Wallings Pond,

1ived with his family at or near gucker Pond. The 0recy boys lived with tl
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Wallings, Oherlee Barney end his family then lived between ue end the
The next house sbove us Wae the
_your encestol

eae Woodwardsﬁyere ré—

village., His -80N8 were Martin and Henry.

I do. hot- understand that th
y who. cane from Sandgate way. ‘The familiea
Further up the road

Arncldeoodward7place,
1ated‘to,theaWopdards in my.fgmil

y but each cleimed the otherswera,nutch.

- were friendl
lard'Rose;‘Kate Brown mayihave

wn ?laeeb,nowfownedvby Wil

~was the Kate Bro
ghe had- three children,Eugene,Henry,

I think she Was..

been & Greenslet girl'

. and Elle Browi. - Henry went west. 1 dofﬂ&t.yeﬁéﬁbbr?any gmithe up that way.

Brown's was. the last place below'thefflbow and‘I‘neverG‘sawnany~bﬁ11d1ngs

east of the Elbow on the Turnpike ‘though there ‘weTe many cellar holes there.

,I-lived,gt_home-several yeaxs after;l was~ma1ried. George R Burgess is

ard . (Richmond?) Richard. built the present bome of
homestead

- geo.Burgess end Geo later moved in and turned the o0ld WaiEk into a barn.
nad sold out their shares to his fatherﬁ)

(Georges Uncles, Merrit and Henry
Ve were. all very 8OTTY. and I think ‘George is DOW, . I had & ploture. of ‘Ric

odard) his. wlfe which I. th

the son. Of.my$brother‘Rieh

‘and Avbie (Wo ink I.gave %o Georges 1 believe it
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was teken in the yard. of the house where. Georgewlives-nowubutsmightqhaVe

Homested the old Tavern. This was- the gecond Weeks

Tavern- of - couse, there had been & smaller one before which burned..
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NOTES ON AN INTERVIEW WITH HOMER LYONS
FEB 17, 1933 by H.B.Walbridge |

Mr Lyons i now nearly 85 having been born in Maroh 1848 He lived

88 & boy in a brick house whioh formerly ‘stood on West Main 8t near the 1

present site of Sibley'e Machine ehope The hollow baek of that location

wae formed by teking out clay to meke the brioks° Mr Lyonb' father Wae
a meeon who made his own bricke. He built many of the brick buildinge in
Bennington including the block on South St now owned by W 9. Cullinan. The

owner ‘geked ‘for his bill -séveral times‘duripg'bhe~eonstruetionvof.the

-buiiding‘butfnafayette=nyoﬁe’éaia?heSdetedfﬁiézmoﬁeyfwhen~theujob.wae*.~*
doné, -and-this beingipromised;1hefwaeieetiefied; When the building:was ¢ g

done however; the. claim was made that-the bricks- were defeotive, a lawsult

'(oommon in those days) wae instituteéd,- o Baw Wae ‘run’ down”™ through several e

‘courses of bricks and Lyons never got any<pey for hie bricks or hie work.

i i L e e it s S o
s

Bat the building still- stands, eppareﬂtly‘SOund,*althouthahbutsseVentyi1;
five years have now elapsed. '
. The father of Lafayette Lyone, ana the Granafether of Homer Raneom .

Lyons, was Jaoob Lyon, e brother of Elisar. He built Lyon'e Tavern, the

Apresent Williams property on Main street opposite Gallaghere about 1808
. Thie was tne first hotel on Main Street (operated by Jacob for manY Vears) %
~and had consideruble trade from the trevelere by stege over the old turn- |
pike..Jacob also bgiltAthe,properrytar 559 Meipsst_now_ooogoied by
.MWalbriage Company.. incorporated. o j_v_JE_Hiv P
- Mr. Homeyr. Lyons. has & camp. still stending a mile or so eaet of o
Bucker Pond and commonly called the Lyons Den He hes for years been..
familiar with the territory around the pond and the elbow. He says tﬁe
Oreaeev boys lived 8, 1ittle furtner Eaet than Wallinge pond. About one
third of the way from Suoker Pond to the"Top of the Mt" stood the Oamp

place, upon which a forty.foor log bernzstill stood up to about 60 yeare



He thinks that there may have been two families gt Perry clearing

during stage. coach days, but says thera were none between there ‘and.

Heartwellvilleo He has never heard that there wae more than one place
at- Rider Olearing and that pl&ce stocd where the Hilla now have their camp.
Col Olin Scdtt's father was town clerk of Woodford and the office waa

in his house wnich then st%?d on the turnpike Just a little northwest of

\.){‘ \M\J} "-’-‘eﬂ
cld Ddbrv1ew camprhere camp Thendara now stands on. the Long Trail. N

. Between there and thé Dunville or. gtamford etream be knows of three
0ld. places. The first .was Gore's at Gore clearing. There was okly one houee
there 80 far as he knows. Quite near gtamford. Stream were two other paleces
the most westerly. of which was the Ichabod Woodward tavern. The other

was smaller and he does not know whoee it was. (This: may have been thef S

Knox. péace mentioned by Halriet Burt) None of these places were standing

w1thin his recollection. kllvoﬁ them were_on the north eide of the turnpike

Mr Lypns says that most of the land around Sucker Ponc was once fine

meadowland. Wholly asiae from any fear of Indlans Mr Lycns says our ancest<

picked the highlands as being more fertile. Theyreasoned that where the

trees gret biggest crops would gTow best Of coursge the high 5pota with

good drainage were alao mcre heelthful. He saye that there was much fine
hay around the pond and Stamford Megdows, and after the diecontinuance of

the turnpike, both the Stamford men and the Woodford men used %o'go after

o 'it;'régardleés of whether i1t was in the one township or the other. The

Woodford crowd had & poet of sorts,Raetus Broneon, Who had & verse ready
on”all'cccacicns5 The "Limpin' Janus ‘méntioned was Janus Riger according
to Mr Lyons, _ | | o
“"When Limpin'Janus ret the Btamfcrd Forces
He bent hls axe. to break their backs
And ended their ‘discourees.-Rastus Broneon
Another gem relates to the miring of AkXk Abel Harrington's cow. A

group“went to get her out and Rastus' contribution was:




wAs we approuched the glough there lay pooT Abram's cow

ghe neithér moved nor chewed her ocud
'ButulaY quite prospituteduin the mud."

" Another of his efforts is printed in Richard Bahan's book on 01d -
Bennington., Bahen tells & bit about Rastus. - -



S

. oy

1 aesve [ S

agon Knapp Feb 15, 1933.

e ———



' Qi&ﬁ*;%a24@¢f

b
o

ey
7
A

where it had béen stolem.

e

NOTES ON AN INTERVIEW WITH MASON KNAPP FEB 1%, 1933

(by H.B.Walbridge)

. .1 will be &5 years old next week. I do not think I can tell you very ’
much sbout the old Heartwellville Stages but 1 do remeniber one story I had
from a former driver. I met him casually and do not rememter his name, He

told me of an adventure that he had omne day when he was making ‘the trip from
Heartwellville -to Bemington. He had .an empty stage end had driven some

dlstance slong the road when he overtook a men walking in the same direction

The driver stopped and offered the fellow & ride which ‘he gccepted, remarkin

that the driver would be well paid¢for_his‘kindnegs;;when they reached ‘a -

point westaof_the;mountainatopfWhéreﬁthbre was a large and prominent ‘rock
by the vosdside the driver was requested to stop for a few minutes, His

passenger got out, disappeared behind the Tock and after a few minutes re—.
turned and gave to the.driver.a number of sterling silver knives,forks and
spooné;which‘he'begged.him to'accfpt_as a,rewérdffdf;nis“kiﬁdness;*Hé’then
got back into the stage an resumed:his:trip’tq;Bennington,“As?théy-wentﬁ'vr
along: the passenger. explained to the driver that some years before, he and
a compenion hadAtravelled“fiom:NeWTHampéhtrei1ﬁto’the*Westﬁand*had‘coﬂe*thie
ways, As they had no,money.the'thfadvénturErS;had’supported themselves on'-thi
journey by stealing such artiocles of value-as’ they conveniently eould-on.
their way. .The silver ekove mentioned was a part of the loot. In telling the
story to me the driver admitted that he still had the silver which he regard

pe his own because he ad no idea of the originial gwner:nor juethwhen-ory

‘I understand thet the New Hampshire Militie' ceme over:this old road on
theirfmay-tQ.tpepbattlefathephipgﬁonZ»Ipb@lieve~although“thefbattle;waeanot
fought‘until»xugustfit.hdd{bgén.EXDected‘fdr“sOmeftime“and»theSezmen T have.
been told-arrivedﬁin'Bqnniﬁgﬁbnfin‘kpril'gful777;after heving-had considereab
difficulty in transporting their cennon over the deep -snow ‘they found on the
turnp.ike:. : e . R . . I EN : : @

" Gaptain Gore told mefafian?éipéiienééﬁhe?had_wiﬁh'a Rider ‘who lived at =

Rider;Olearing,“The‘Gaptain,hgdglqsf;d_ne;fer*anQ had heard that it had- been
seen,at;Bidem;gquxing.fﬂe,éet.out\tg;;qvestigate aﬁdféB'he*walked'along '

:hehhad:nofdiffiaul&x;igfwoikihgﬁnimsEIf;up‘td"a?frghting'ﬁi%éh;?Whenuheﬂ~~»
Yarrived at Rider Olearing and beheld his

heifer tied to a fence he was
fighting mad and strode to the open dooT of the house to have it out with

the thief. On.reaching the doorway and peering inside the Captain found his
pugnacioua;and02¢qéqsideréblé”codLQd;TTherq'dgtinq_floqfibxéﬁcﬁngaqm0man"f'
and beside her.lay:Rider stretched out with his throat cut, I-do mot think

the suicide was a .result of fesr of Gore but understand that Rider was cTl ¥

which may?acgount,for theﬂthif%Jof thédﬁeifer'Gipgdin‘Géfe returned home -
with the heifer, secured agelstangce an wen ck to, Riders and buried the
deed man; @ (,A,:m_s:;f ,VU—-«{A%’T‘}A- cy--f flo sl » C &@A@Q\ g a‘fﬁw A %?:. o of TSldan Q'_E:,'@‘V_M,\j)
I knoﬁgofgnQ;faﬁilyuoéﬁéﬁ}fhgﬁiﬁidéré_havingrlived_Aﬁ’axqeireleafiﬁg
though: there may  have-:been others:at §Qmeg$1mp;”ifkn¢W“Arnq1d Woodward -
but -do. not know. where he lived'beggre%he”built'tthhouée;on”the*Burgeés

7AThe*names,Ti§%nor Meadows and Tréindr Perk ‘are both from the’ same-men,
Geo Trainor who built thé furnaces (at Shields) for Moses Sage. There were
nine houses from the foot of the hill to T. Meadows,. Geo Trainer bought of
Ebenezer Temple a ledge bf”rock"fEr“$25.”thiﬁking"it'waGJQuartzite but when
the facing was removed itproved: to- ve valueleBs: . ;. | oo Ll



'oneetime-in“England“four;no- _ ‘ Y
ipuval","Lightfoot", andi“ThunderbOLtﬁ.,The*first two who were mounted
'highwaymentwere»apprehended_and'hung in chains, a8 the custom was; the

" Inn on Main 8t.

Mason Knapp 2.

Thunderbolt. : a ' ‘
My grandfather Mallory,Mother's father’_toldfme thet there were at
{orious robbers,'8ixteen 8tring Jack!", one

other two, who were footpads escaped to Irelend. The story is that Lightfoo

. waé there pursued by a mounted officer but jumped e deep ditch which the
‘mounted man could not negotiate and deeming himself -safe, sat down -on the

bank and laughed &t his pursuer. The pursuer,however, either in spite or

because of a price on the head of Lightfoot, shét him dead. It is also

reported that Lightfoot wes latter captured3and.executed in New York. 1
think both stories are true and that after the firs?t Wgeath of Lightfoot”

snother man took that title, paired up with Thunderbolt and came to America
Thunderbolt (it is said) came %o Woodford and built the Temple:Place, It is
- built of the timber that grew on the plave,*Beech,Hemlock; or Yellow Birch,

as might furnish the needed piece, and had one of the best dry walls I have
ever seen, The builder used to go to Brattleboro from time to -time for -
supplies.: On one such trip he diedvin'Brattleboro, It was then discovered

that he hed one false ear and other marks which_showed~himAto be Thunderbol

Loot of Rider Graves

There is a story of a Rider 1iving on Rider clearing who hed six or

‘seven thousand dollars in gold. He is geid to have dug his grave,lined it
with stone and conceeled under & flat stone at the bottam such gold as was

not required for irmediate needs. Rider died and wess buried in the ready
mede grave, and the story continues. Steve Gleason (Uncle of Dexter M)
while serving as tax collecter in Woodford found that certain people in .

- Woodford when he drove around for their taxes, diseovered hie approach and
hid. He therefore determined to go on foot and chose a course thet led him

past-Ridex's’grave;uﬁé'he spproached the grave ne discovered two men workin
thérein, They had dug up the body,scattering the bones about snd had Pully.

" ‘¢lesned out the grave. When they discovered his approach they took to theix
" heels. Steve Gleason went on and returned with assistance to bury the body

arid fill the grave. It is not known whether any - "tressure" wae secured,
(This story 1is probably another version of the Oliver Perry treasure stol

- which ' better known. I talked with Dexter Gleason theAtnxxnxafoxgnephew

of Steve and he thinks this Tikely.-H.B.W.) - :

The Williams house opposite Galle. hers on Main Bt was built by & brothel

- of xim Elisar Lyon, pro ably about 1850 or before, and was operated by him

a8 an inn. There were'three'Lyons*COr Lyon) brothers ong of whom was the
grandfather of Homer Lyons, three weeks younger than I ‘am. The Lyons famil}
is one of the oldest of Woodford. = o IR T

'Inn'ét-Wbodfbrd Hollow.-

Elisar Lyons, who is buried on Wafe:s Hill,ran the Hawks TaverIn which
once stood about 12 or 15 rods below Betsey Boardman's place in Woodfdrd

- Hollow, The spot where 1t etood is now part‘df'thefriver»ﬁed; The o¢ld

Tavern burned about 186Q when I was twelve years old, This was near the
erid of the time when the covered wagone used to haul goode acroes the
Mountain from Troy to Wilmington. I can remember the old supply wagone '
with four or six horses. N S ‘ ‘
1 think the Woodford Hollow Roed was built shout 1804,

The.first-road'ran from;Townvﬁill‘to the Park Place (Country Club)
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then up Lovers: Lane, pastSan Lyons', up the north Bide of the river to
the furnaces, over Forge Hill ang Waters Hil1l, across the Harbowr farm
across theé Bickford Stream and on up,tO'Glaqtenburyﬁ Harwood had a forge
meking steel near "the Rocksg" in Wbodford;andfthere'WaB.afdam acroe@s the
river just above, . - - . e T e -

I do not kKnow when the rosd to the city over Trainor meadows was .
built, At first I think . you ‘would have gone up to. Harbour's 'sng back down

the’valley to get on that fd@dm
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REGOUNT OF AN INTERVIEW WITH JAMES (FISHER) O'BRIEN .
By JOSEPH A. SHEA, FEB 1933 ,

[3

. 1 am T4 years old having been born in 1861 %admcameuiaxBennington
fordtnt, v e e foone P oad
‘ A ghgmmmgpmaﬂa 1 have been familliar for many years with the’
| territory around the Elbow and betwéen there and Heartwellville on the
old turnpike. of couree the stage coaches ceesed to use the turnpike
1ong before my time when the Woodford OCity road was put through; 1 do
‘not know just when thet was. -

I understand‘there was only one house at Rider Olearing, possibly

Arnold Woodward lived there at eome time. There was a Rider Flace
puilt by Dick Rider's fatheT. ( B A ptant RS % e )

At Perry Clearing wes the Gluff (Olaugh?) place where Oliver Perry
died, them nothing moTe until you got to the Rider Place. Then, further
west was the Gore place not far from Marshall Millﬂ.or Wallings, There
~had peen an old Tavern there, between RiderﬁOlearing and Gore's and

that wes probably the Ichabod Woodward Tz;ern aﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁifi;id}iliﬁ we v&wbﬁﬁ“
of Woodwards Tavern on Gore Olearingﬁind so far as I knoe there were

no other families on the turnpike east of the Elbow.

I knew an old man named Lyman Harwood who had been a stage driver

on the turnpike His original name was Herriod or something of the'eort
changed, 1 think, because he had two foolish brothers° I remember hearing
pim- tell of a time when the road was 1c¥ at the Elbow and he failed to
make the rurn coming down the mountain and went over .the bank. He tipped

over and smashed up_the coach some, but fortunately neither he nor the

pacsengers Were hurt.
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RECOUNT OF AN INTERVIEW WITH JAMES (FISHER) O'BRIEN .
BY JOSEPH A. SHEA, FEB 1933 .

]

- I am 74 years old, having been born in 1861 %aduaameuiaxBennington'
wﬁiwugfu~hééﬁm’v@wikf%

. L-young.meny I have been familiar for many years with the

| territory around the Elbow and betwéen,;here and Heartwellville on the
old turnpike. Of ooursé the stage coéches ceased'to use the turnpiké
long before my time when the Wobdfofd City road was put through; I do
not know just when th@t was, ' ‘

I understand there wes only one house éi Rider Clearing, possibly
"Arnold Woodward lived there at éomé timé. ‘There wase & Rider Place
built by Dick Rider's f&there.(Eé?CJM%%gﬁﬁwwﬁﬁﬂ*i Qufﬁ)

At ?érry Clearing was the Gluff (Olaugh?) place where Oliver Perry
died, them nothing more until you got to the Rider Place. Then,further
west was the Gore place not far from Marshal; Milld or Walllngs, There

_hed been an old Tavern there, between Rider Clearing and Gore's and'
-

that weas robably the Ichabod Woodward Tavern, The Gore's lived west
P &M%’}ﬂCWMWFanB W\:?C‘ﬁ“{”
of Woodwards Tarern‘ on Gore Olearingﬁind 80 far as I knoe there were

no other families on thg turnpike esst of the Elbow.

I knew an old.man named Lyman Harwood who had_been a stage driver
on the turnpike. His original name was'Herribd or something of the'sbrt
changed, I think, because he had two foolish brothers; I repember hearing
him tell of & time when the road was icy at the Elbow and he failed to
make the rurn coming down the mountain and went over the bank; He tipped

over and smashed up'the coach some, but fortunately neither he nor the

pacsengers were hurt,
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MRS "EASTON, MgEﬁER OF HARRY WALKER & MRS LECN BOYD,
s ~

s Easton at her home March 20, 193%3%, she was born
854 and merried in 1869, the year of the great freshet
She lived in Woogford many years. She told me her father,William Wood
was born in 1796 in-a house which she thought stood a little above the
01d Kate Brown Place. His father died when he was very young and his
mother bound him out to the Saffords in the village (present Morgan
" Place) until he was twenty one at which time he received from them as
agreed one hundred dollars in cash and a new outfit of clothes. Mrs
Easton's mother was a McLenithan born in Sandgate in 1819, her mother
having been a Woodard. Mrs Eeston's mother had told of working as a girl
in the tavern West of the Betsey Boardman place which was built and oper
ated e1ther by Eleazer Lvon or one of his brothers.
{ %t\,ﬂ\; RV “\‘.‘ N N R}\.» e ‘—'t RY%"\( \L%\;g\ \\tgé vy \Lf. ’I(}tk«‘{t C\ \\ CXC"“,«'&

Mré Easton remebered her father having told her of the*looation of

the various taverns on the later stage route to Braftleboro through

Woodford Hollow. They were:

I talked with
on Waters Hill in

From Tavern in Bennington U4 miles to Lyons Tavern Woodford Hollow,
from Woodford Hollow 4 miles to Fox Tavern at Woodford City,
from Fox Tavern to the Halfwsy House L miles, '

ffom Halfway Houge four miles to the Eames Place,

from the Eames. Place four miles to Tavern at Wllmlngtone

I asked Mrs Easton 1f she knew where Jabez Harriss' dwelling house
mentioned in Woodford records of 1807 had been and she thought it must
be a house ef the foot of the hill on the Trenor Meadows roadwhere Wm
Harris lived in her daey and where his father Sam Harris had lived befoer

that.

She did not know Whkere Lyman's Forge in South Woodford haa been but
thought South Wooaford might refer to Dunville where there had been
charcoal kilns within her memory, She remembers well such a kiln a Dbit
north of Temples at Dunville Notch and knew there werew others further

gouth in Dunville.

. Mrs Easton worked for & time for Mary Louise Burgeses and had worked
in the o0ld Weeks Tavern after the Burgesses occupiéd it. She thought it
a very fine house. Her son Harry Walker now occupies the Arnold Woodward
house (frequently called the Myron Woodard place from later occupancy.
Myron Wcodard was a relative of Mrs Easton, Arnold Woodward was no relatio
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MRS EASTON, MQE%ER OF HARRY WALKER & MRS LEON BOYD.

I talked with M¥e Easton at her home March 20, 1933, She waé born
on Waters Hill in A454 and married in 1869, the year of the great freshet
She lived in Woogford many years. She told me her father,William Wood
was born in 1796" in-a house which she thought stood a little above the
Old Kate Brown Place. His .father died when he wad very young and his
mother bound him out to the Saffords in the village (present.Morgan
- Place) until he was twenty one at which time he received from them as
agreed one hundred dollars in cash snd a new outfit of clothee. Mrs
Easton's mother was a McLenithaen born in Sandgate in 1819, her mother
having been a Woodard. Mrs Eesston's mother hagd told of working as a girl
in the tavern West of the Betsey Boardman place which was built and oper
ated either by Eleazer Lyon or one of his brothers. | v N
{ w:i.;fx.&ls; Y “\": TN SNV A E PPV ;‘tL\-« r‘\'{f/\ JU‘.LLN«( \‘."-\> &0 ﬂ\«' vy \"(‘J\ e e‘:‘{'t:; e'} \\l y‘cjé":‘)

Mre Easton remebered her father having told her of theblocation of
the various taverns on the later stage route to Brattleboro through

Woodford Hollow. They were: ‘

- From Tavern in Bennington 4 miles to Lyons Tavern ‘Woodford Hollow,
from Woodford Hollow 4 miles to Fox Tavern at Woodford City,
from Fox Tavern to the Hglfway House L miles, - :
ffom Halfway Houge four miles to the Esmes Place,

from the Eames Place four miles to Tavern at Wilmington.

I asked Mrs Easton if she knew where Jabeg Harriss' dwelling house
mentioned in Woodford records of 1807 had been and sche thought it must
be a house at the foot of the hill on the Trenor Meadows roadwhere Wm
Harris lived in her day and where his father Sam Harris had lived befoer

that.

She did not know Wkere Lyman's Forge in South Woodford had been but
thought South Woodford might refer to Dunville where there had been
charcoal kilns within her memory, She remembers well such a kiln a bit
north of Temples at Dunville Notch and knew there were: others further

south in Dunville.

- Mrs Easton worked for s time for Mary Louise Burgess and had worked
in the o0ld Weeks Tavern after the Burgesses occupiéd it. She thought it
a very fine house, Her son Harry Walker now occupies the Arnold Woodward
house (fregquently called the Myron Woodard place from later occupancy.
Myron Woodard was a relative of Mre Easton, Arnold Woodward was no relatio
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INTERVIEW wITH TRUMAN WMALLORY APRIL 17, 1973

. Mx grawford told me he worked on the new turnpike which was fin-
ighed and opened in 1SMO.-That“would pe the time when the old turnpiké#
cepsed to be generally used &S & through way. In 1882 1 was working .
the Woodfoxd roedes and I worked the old turnpike from £pe Bennington-
focdford line to the Elbow.:Easthof-tbe Elbow had been for some yeare
discontinuedd as o town road. . oL o '

As to thé placef on. the turnpike during,the:time itﬁwas:in_aotive
and regularl use,,the-fartheetAeast.that'I know.gf,wag the 01luff 1zce
which wae perhaps half g mile east of. the Perry Place. Both of t ebe
places were on the north side of the turnpike. There wag one hougse,a
barn and perhaps’otherifarm buildinge ot the Cluff place where there
wae & good-sized clearing. These buildings were there until 1860 oT
1862, at least the nouse was. Cluff had moved back to Heartwellville
some time after the road was Jdiscontinued a& & stage route.

The Perry and Rider places were there longel.

,w‘@é
There were also Campe 1iving North of the turapike at Caup meacdows. -

The Ezekial Gore place was about halfway vetween the Stamford streem
and the Elbow. This wab meadowland, the Gores never 1ived there. :

Trnere had peen also a transient family of Pikes living on the turn-
jke. I do no’ know just where put I -think at.different times in various

chanties along the road.

There used to be glso & house above the Kste Brown place, On the
came side of the road end guarter or nnlf a mile away. I do not know

who 1ived there.
'I think the toll gate wae at the Kate Brown Place.

There Were Creasseys.living»near tne east side of Sucker Pond. One
of them,Joe, frozeé to death, or died from some causge on the flat of the

mountein.

I do not know where the Lyman place ir fooaford was or where The
gquire Robinson house on the turnpike wa8, But when part of the Bennington
settlers moved thete grents from the east to the west side of the towm, and
a new survey wge made of. this coIner of the state there wags a strip oT
gore between Bennington snd Woodford not claimed by either town. The lend
wae e£o0ld by the gherriff for taxes and much of it wae bought by CovenoT
Robinson. This i why Woddford is seven niles east and weet, as Woodford
afterward took in this gore as part of the township. I ghovld expect then
that the Robinson place on the turnpike wae Ol the west end, perheps bet-

ween the Weeks place and the Elbow.

Some of the Btage grivers were: Bill Gould,Weslev Tcwnsenﬁqﬂen Nortc
sord Snow,Chrlie Temple,Uncle Billy OBilds, ggisie- Wadsworth,and Lymen
Hexwood.



Ooncerning other parts of Woodford.

. The Ebenezer Temple place was right where Rob Hesly's camp
is now. . . ‘

The Glastenbury .Railroad was put in in 1871-72. Until it was
‘electrified only woodburning engines were used

The road was electrified and trollies run as far as Camp
Gomfort in 1895. The electrification to Glastenbury was completed
4n —1897. They ren the trolleys until 1898, Tne freshet of that
year destroyed meny of the bridges and so much of the road bed
thet it was never repeired. * e



GEO R, EURGESS

Where the Burgess barn now stands ic not the original Veeks Tavern
which stood further west. It wap a oneé and a hglf story structure. But
after business jncreased Isaac Weeks puilt the new tavern which later
pecgme the Burgess homestead and which Jeo Burgess later turned into &
barn which is still standing. '

\ . .
Isaac Weeks furnished norses for the stages, owning at one time
00 or more hCTrSes (some people say g00) The stages originally Tan

from Albany to Bennington, the route being later extended to Brattleboro.

The Lyman or "Lime"Harwood who drove stage lived at one tine
near the Rider Place, His real name was not Harwood but Herricd or
pomething similar, but he had two brothers, nalf-wite, and declded
"to change his name, and. took the nane Harwood by which he was after-
ward Known. I, mention this. to save you the trouble of trying to con-
nect him up with any of the early settlers of Bennington nawed Harwood.
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LESLIE WELD.

© INTERVIEW WITH

LESLIE WELD APRIL 19, 1933.



vClough.waé=nearlyublind then

LESLIZ WELD, INTERVIEWED APRIL 19, 1933

I wae born in Heartwellville kiarch 27,1958, 1 came to Woodford

in 1876 and worked for twenty six years afte that for the old Brick
. Company,., My father was Hiram Weld and-my grandfather was one of the
first settlers iane&rtwellville. : s - ‘

The Camp place was the first farm on the turnpike in Wocdford
coning towardeenningtOn.so‘far ap I know. 1t was on the north side
of the road and there wes a good houge, parn and a good farm. I re--
member hearing that Mr Gamp and his gon came over .to Core's and bouglit
5 cow and led it home.‘He,was.ofazy‘and'he went right into the pantry when

_ he got home, got his razor, stepped beck into the kitchen, and before
~his wife and children cut his throat and murdered himself. - '

.. I have heard'thatibeforﬁ_that‘family lived there,gyears'before,the
place was 2 tavern, There 1is astory ‘that onerday.two}gentlemén,'W1th

high beaver hats came along the road on horseback e&s most of the travel
was, and'stbpped:forﬁdinner. They acked the landlady for lamb. Bhe was

there alone, bub.she had a pet lamb in the yard, she .celled it into the

| kitcben;'killed'itwdregsed ;tfam§>006ke§ithem;there lamb,for“dihnér, Not

many women now would do that.

\ £  we used to log it from this side of tne marked beech and take the
logs. in to Heartwellville. ” : ' ’

.~ 'The Charles Clcough place wae the ‘Gaxp place I mentioned, right on
the main Toad beyond (from,here)-the Perry clearing. Clough bought it
from the Camps and wae the last man to live on theé place. The Camps
moved away-then. IAdo_not‘know.about eny Camps living at Camp leadows.
After Clough had moved back to'Heartwellville the E.P.Hunt Co bought @XE

" gome lend of 0lough and there w&a,Somessort of a dispute;abeut the oorner,

ven put my father gtopped - £ro him and he went

'fup‘thére,with~him»andﬂfound the{corﬁer-in:a:eprdoe"thicket,_clough had

no. £ons snd only one girl,

At the time some of the sd}diﬁ?s ﬁrom“Néw;Hampgniréﬁ not Stark's -

- own men but others on_the.way‘tb;the>Battle of Bennington) at g spot

the other side (east or south) of Guilford Mills where the road nowW

puns over a knoll, the old road, used-by the goldiers and later by the
gstages ran arournnd the knoll by the sicde of the stream: Thig piece of

road was waghed gut by & chenge in the course of the gtreap many yeerse
ago and a new plece-was puilt over the knoll for the convenience of the

logZers.

~ There used to be & hotel or roadhouse, I believe 5t Rider Clearing.
1 do not know the name of the people who owned -the place and lived there
but I have heard, many times a story about it, Some time before 1270
Rider Tought the oclearing and this is the story, sbout the family that
1ived’ there bvefore and why Rider bought it. One day apoorly dressed man
came slong and asked if he could cut wood for his. supper, He was permi t-
ted to do 80 and after supper he went back to cutting wood -end earned a
bed for the night., The next day he told the family he had no home OT
people of his own and asked to be allowed to stay on there, saying that

‘he was familiar with the work there was to be done around there and



wovarLg Weld 2«

anxious to work for his keep, The proposition was accepted and he stayed,
After a time he secured permission to build s osbin of his own down towarg
the swamp. Though he had often spoken of hig poverty he seemed to ve able
to buy whatever was necesecary for the little place he built, He slayedoion
there for some time, continuing to do the work about the place, One Mo I'Me
ing the family got up ratter late ang missed him, ‘also noticing. there wasg
no smoke from his-chimmey; they went to his cabin ang found him on his bunk
almost dead. He told them to 1ift a certain stone in the hearth ang they
would there find a hundred collare which he desireg them to use for hisg
funeral expenses as he hag 1o people of his own, They found the money where
he said, Then,before he died,he told them that he had concealed under a

rock outside, a hoard of four thousend dollars, He dieq (according to their

story, hefeore tk he could tell them the location of the rock. The family
wWintered there and next 8pring decided to sell out and move'away, Of course
the treasure story hed got about ang Dickerman Rider bought the farm,which
hae since been known as the Rider Place.It is saig that Rider left no etone
unturned but he never found the money. it is also said, that the former
owners moved down-into Connecticut and there bought a large and well stock-
ed farm, : S o g o ‘

" There were no mdre places until after You got across the Stamford

streem and approached the Gore place. There were one or two houses between
the stream and the Gore place, I think on' the eouth side of the turnpike,

There was a tavern on the Gore plsce.

. At the top of the rige, eamt of the Elbow, on the right'(south) side
was the Barney place, where Ruf Godfreyns mother was born. I have heard
that Ruf later built & camp on the place in her memory. .

Above the Kate Brown Place, and on the same slde of the rogg wag the
Beman Place. I never saw the place but the hill below it isg 8till called
Beman Hill and in logging operation was feared for ite sharp cnrves after
the 01d road was washed out and various side roads were used, I should
think the Beman place wag duarter to half g mile from the Kate Brown Place,
There is a piteh above the K,B, pPlace,then a little flate, where Bemgn's
7as, then a long climb, then the "Gate flat" then another climb to the
Elbow. The gate on the north end of Gate flat was & cattle gate to keep
the youngstock angd dry cattle on the mountain pasture, and I do not think
it was ever & tell gate. That cattle gateWas Quite near colg spring,
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Harry Gore, aged 52, son of Lorenzo Gore and a nephew of Qaptain
Rensom O. Gore said on Feb 21, 19%2 that he was quite familiar with
the old Gore place on the Mountain, had been there many timee end could
point out many locetione. He recalled the place where the olg toll gate
had been though of couree it was discontinued as a toll gate long before
_ nhis time. He said the Gore place had not been on the turnpike iteelf but
= somewhat to. the south of the turnpike and East of Deerview, He said the <
Gore Clearing was socelled because it was part of tract owned by the Gores,

Ry
£ & {> He told of Captain Gore's losing & heifer, stolen by & man named %
5 8§ Camp who lived at what ig still called Camp Meadows, north of the turn-
¥§\ gﬁpike nesr the stone culvert. Camp had committed suiecide when Gore arrived
§-after his heifer. The story as told by Mason Knapp ie correct except
t @ Rider of Rider COlearing who

éﬁ?xthat-it was. & Camp .of Camp Meadows and no R:
figured in the story. This js. undoubtedly correct as it agrees with the

Ffjggg Version of Dexter Gleason. I mentioned the (Knepp) story to Homer Lyons
ff £ and when I said"Rider" he interposed "Gamp" but made no other. comment.,

map of the old turnpike and has
and dates &8 he is able to recall,

Harry Gore took with him my sketch
promised to mark on it such locations
and«will talk with me agaln soon.
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The Woodford Turnpike probably reached the peak of its sotivity by
about 1810, By that time there were geveral hamasfeads and farme between
the Elbow and the Perry place,

It was, of course, a toll yoad. I belleve it was the first one
shartered in Vermont. It is as a stage Youts that we hear most about it

The usual route of the eastbound stages was up what we now call the
Burgess Road past Weeks! Tavern. As an alternative rouke, when there
were special errands, the stage eometimes came down OF went up the Go¥e
Roud and Beech Gtreet Extenelon. (Whem Dick Ryder removed from Woodford
to Bennington, he located near the enst end of the Gowe Road, south of
ﬁha road end oloss to the Woodford Town line. I do not think he evey
1ived whers John Stone does now.) 0f lster, during the a@%&#ity_cf the
furnaces on thé Shields property, the stages somebtimes vame down Barney
Hill to Furnace Bridge. B&t, 4¢ they used the Core road, they swing
baﬁk down to Imaap weaksi Tavern where they always made & step to changs
horsen, This was the prinoipal horse depot between Troy and Brattleboro
and was one of the finest inne.

7o the eset-bound $raveler in 1810; Weeoks ?mvera wae the lest house
in Bennington,

Qreésing the Woodford line and passing the gast end of the Gore Road,
he traveled another half mile to the Brown plaoe (later the Greerislet place,
oy Blake's, ste.); which we now know as the 1ast remaining plaoce on the
road.

But, st that time, the dwelling and farm bulldings of Joseph Beeman

. ptood seven or eight hundred feet further an,'glaa en the west slde of the
road, Beeman's house was built before 1608, probably by 1801.
A% the Tlvow, the road turned eastward and thers the Turfipike begen.
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Ennt of the Tlbow, at the brow of the hill was the home Farm of Rufus
Barney, who owned, besideés, over s thousand asyes of wosdland and other
fayms, His house was on the south side of ﬁha'turnpika just west of the
préeent Camp Thendars, or the siteé of old Dsepvisw Oabin.

Some distance eastward from Barneyts was the Booth 6% nogth of the
road and the Josiah Lewrsnss lob on $he south., Neither had a houss eo
far as I know. Bul, north of the turnpike ané about half o mile from
Barnsy's was the nt&a& place with 50 aorés novth of the rosd, and 100
‘aores on the aaaﬁh-siéa; The house was north of the rosd, Dives had
purchased ffbmiﬁﬁifz} Y “about :swﬁg Seve of eight hundred feet east
of Diverta house, waa Johyn Phelpet beas&; Vﬁé*pﬁ land, B0 smeres, was
a1l on the north aida of the roud, He was e fesident of Pownal by 1846,
gnd sold off his ubodsard praperty soon afterward.

Bant of Phelps, again about 800 feet away, was the home - plaoé of.
0liver Kmox. He had §5C aorés north of the turnpike and 250 awerss south
i, owning to the Stamford liné, whichy nt this poing, is just

of the rous
about 2 mile from ﬁhﬁ~ﬁ“?ﬂ?i§§~ Sometime after 1812, Xnox vacated this
house and moved directly acrose the road. His new houss was just east
~of the Gore Brook which drosged the road at this point ai sueh an angle
ag to run east of the old house. 1 belleve 1t was the old Knox house,
north of the road, which burned in 1829, while Ichabod Woodward was ite
tenant, If this is correct Oliver Burts! Great Grandfather, Oliver knox,
was the nearest neighbor of Ishabod Woodward, aﬁﬁ’aﬁ'whaﬁé~gxaa$ graaﬁ&
anghtere 1a Mre, Burd,

Almost south of the Knox plave, wan Mathew Ssott's sawemill, which
wug not far from the site of the later Walling Mill and that of the still
later Marshall Milla., This Scott mill should not be confused with the
luter Scott and Burgess mill of some 60 yesrs age, whioh wes & bit further
east and on the north side of the Tumipike,




M?h&-ﬁggfleﬁe of the xnax'ﬁraﬁéﬁﬁy'#éincided ﬁiﬁh Ythe Binghem Line,
8a1d Bingham Line marked what Wondford people onge supposed was the wesk
e of their township, Jupt €88% of the Binghem Line end north of the
¥oad 1ay & onesanfe pargel purshused on JE07 by Jemes Corven, I have
found no rafersnce to any h&aﬁe on this lot,

Soubh of the Purhpike ang 8ti1l west of the Dunviiie stream woe tha
Qarry op Gagy place with the houss apparently nearer the road than the
baxgsfviiuggésting 8 éhaﬁking derepard for oustom on the part of ur,
Gary. Especially sinos the Gary place was vocasionelly used & a posting
station where stagews could changs horses,

I do not know of any more homesteads wegt of the Dunnviile Btrean,
Beyond the Dannville, lay what lsater camg to be oalled Rider Olearing,
You have slvendy toushed upon the story of two houses hers, only one of
which could have been built before 1810, |

Fot far east of Rider Olearing was the paniel Sposner place., This
luy north of the Tu¥npike and was Buppteed to contain 100 acres, coms
prising the riorth haif of the Repd Pitoh, stily so-called by some woodss

men, I d6 not know when the Spooney rlace was bullt, gertainly by 1867,

perhops sodewhat sarlfer,
(Artiole oould end here)

I knew of no more hewae sltes ne we Gontinue sastierly wp the Long
HilY,

Hear the #Stone Culvert® of the Camp Mendows Brook, wae the old
Gamp Plave,

Beyona the Gamp Pi&ee‘waa the Oliver Perry place, the best known of

ell thess olg honegteads,

e

[



The Perry Tsvern wes a regulay comeh stop. Cont¥ary o the impression
given by some of the oiﬁ stories, Captaln Perry was o prominent and vess
pected vitizen, He and his femily were well and favorably known in
Bennington, Inoldentally, Miss Laura Perry (weighﬁ_lﬁg log. socording to
H. Harwood) married Levi Jewett of the Pownal Roud on Sunday, Japuary §,
1815, urs. Oldver Perry conducted tho favesn for some years after her
husbande? death in 1820, He did not die desertsd by his femily as is
somstimés steted. Henee the story of burled treasure is &ll the more
wniikely, The Rider axﬁaxing'twaasuﬁa-etéz? is at least & better ones

Perhape a quarter of a mile beyond and aéuthéagﬁ of the Perry Plude,
way the Olough place, whioh, I telieve, was identical with arpgther Qamp
Flage, Bééﬁailedg This was oni the ﬁa?%haaé%sriy dide of the road and was,
I think, about 1810 éndxaftaxwarﬁi,ﬁhe last dwelling on the tournpike w££§ﬁ
in the town of Woudford.

(article could end here)

The doxen houses mentioned sbove wers all 3dbs§énﬁiai dwellings,.
goouplied by-substéntiai oltizens. There were probably meny temporary
shelters béeides, If any resder asn furnish additional or more definite 8
information, 1 wish we might haf; it, what & useful thing 4% would be '~§
12 some desoendant would unearth a long forgotten diery of a Turnpike

rasident |
B, B, W,




